DRAFT SYLLABUS

Eng. 425:32714R -- Victorian Radicalism
TTh 12:30-1:50pm; THH 207
Prof. Devin Griffiths

Office: THH 402K
Office Hours: Tuesday 2-3:30
Email: devin.griffiths@usc.edu
Course Description:

The Victorians were recast by the twentieth century as stifled radical conservatives, afraid of everything from sex to leggy furniture.  But the Victorians lived in an age of rapid social and cultural shift – they advanced an earth-shattering theory of evolution, perfected the modern serial, and responded to waves of social revolution with radical reforms.  Most importantly, they worked out how to incorporate political radicalism into civic life through an expanded franchise and stable print ecology that coordinated the radical, conservative and moderate press.  This class will explore the literary, scientific, and religious radicalism of the Victorian period and consider how it has shaped political and popular culture today.  A key component of the course will be to connect readings for the class to digital forums including major print publications and blogs.  Coursework will include weekly online blogging assignments and a final critical research project.

Books:

William Godwin, Caleb Williams (Penguin, ISBN-13: 978-0141441238)
Charles Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities (Penguin, ISBN-13: 978-0141439600)
Elizabeth Braddon, Lady Audley’s Secret (Penguin, ISBN-13: 978-0140435849)
George Eliot, Felix Holt (Penguin, ISBN-13: 978-0140434354)
All other course materials, including lecture podcasts: Available on through Facebook site

Course Facebook Page: http://www.facebook.com/UscEngl425RadicalVictorians
Not only will most readings be posted using the course Facebook page, the page will serve as a clearing house for group contributions throughout the semester.  A central feature of the class will be tying our readings for each section of the course into debates and radical publications culled from the web, and during each period, designated students will share material they’ve gleaned online and respond to what others have found.  Facebook makes tying into this ongoing dialogue simple and straightforward.
Evaluation:
30% final project, 30% Facebook participation, 15% in-class discussion and participation, 25% quizzes & response papers.

Schedule:

I. 
Period 1: Universal History -- Tytler, Plan and Outline of a Course of Lectures on Universal History, Adam Ferguson, “History” from 2nd Ed. Encyclopedia Britannica, Godwin, Caleb Williams.
8/23: Intro to Caleb Williams 
8/25: Ferguson, CW Vol. 1; Griffiths “Three Flavors”
8/30: CW Vol. 2. Handwerk article on CW, and LitLab: Plan for a Stadial History
9/1: CW Vol. 3 Reading Response 1 Assignment: Alternative Ending.
Caleb Williams:

http://books.google.com/books?id=Uy8JAAAAQAAJ&ots=wlHiVWA4C5&dq=caleb%20williams&pg=PP7#v=onepage&q=caleb%20williams&f=false
Handwerk
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2873323?Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&searchText=%22Caleb%20Williams%22&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3D%2522Caleb%2BWilliams%2522%26amp%3Bacc%3Don%26amp%3Bwc%3Don%26amp%3Bfc%3Doff%26amp%3Bgroup%3Dnone
Ferguson’s essay, edited for 3rd Ed.:
http://www.eliohs.unifi.it/testi/700/history3/
II.
Period 2: Revolution and Enlightenment: Burke’s Annual Register, for 1791, selections from Thomas Malthus’s “Essay on Population”, selections from Carlyle’s History of the French Revolution, perhaps “The Paper Age”, A Tale of Two Cities
9/6: A Tale of Two Cities, through Book 2, Chap. 5. Griffiths, “The Comparative History of A Tale of Two Cities”e
9/8: Burke (paragraphs 1-15, 111-119, and 125-138), ATOTC through Book 2, chap. 17. 
9/13: ATOTC through Book 3, chap. 3; Griffiths, “The Comparative History of A Tale of Two Cities,”
9/15: Finish ATOTC Reading Response 2 Due

Burke (Preface): http://www.bartleby.com/24/3/
Griffiths (log in via library): 
http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/elh/v080/80.3.griffiths.html
Carlyle:

http://books.google.com/books?id=CQIWAAAAYAAJ&ots=mgPvkDwmJK&dq=Carlyle%20French%20Revolution&pg=PA41#v=onepage&q=Carlyle%20French%20Revolution&f=false
III.

Period 3: Religious Radicalism -- Selections from Robert Taylor’s The Devil’s Pulpit, Charles Kingsley, “What, then, Does Mr. Newman Mean?,” John Henry Newman’s Apologia Pro Vita Sua, Book V.
9/20: Devil’s Pulpit, (Preface & pp. 1-31, “The Star of Bethlehem” Pts. 1 & 2)
9/22: Kingsley, Newman (Book 5, pp. 185-253) Reading Reponse 3 Due. LitLab: Wait But Why Project
Taylor:
http://books.google.com/books?id=bqlbAAAAQAAJ&ots=f9ZzNC943M&dq=%22devil's%20pulpit%22%20robert%20taylor&pg=PR1#v=onepage&q=%22devil's%20pulpit%22%20robert%20taylor&f=false
Newman:

http://books.google.com/books?id=JbwJVBOvECwC&ots=PV0C1Pq21p&dq=editions%3ArX0OHQnI_p4C&pg=PA179#v=onepage&q&f=false (Book V, 1839-41)  “And now I am about to trace that great revolution of my mind…”

Kingsley, “What, then, Does Mr. Newman Mean?”: http://books.google.com/books?id=j2EJAAAAQAAJ&ots=wDvj1rrfRa&dq=charles%20kingsley%20newman&pg=PA3#v=onepage&q=charles%20kingsley%20newman&f=false
IV.
Period 4: Scientific Radicalism -- Alfred Russell Wallace’s “On the Tendencies of Varieties to Depart Indefinitely from the Original Type”, The Origin of Species, chaps. 1-4. Wilberforce’s review in QR.
9/27 (Special Lecture Science & literature, and my bio, book, flexibility of English degree): Origin Chap. 1. Class visit by NAI/JEP Classroom.
9/29: Origin, Chaps. 4 & 14, Wallace  
10/3: Paper Proposals Due (Thesis + summary paragraph), 
10/4 Lit Lab: Spontaneous Sci/Lit analysis of passage from Middlemarch. 
10/6 Class Cancelled
Wallace:

http://people.wku.edu/charles.smith/wallace/S043.htm
Darwin:

http://books.google.com/books?id=0qin22m1rYsC&pg=PA7#v=onepage&q&f=false
Wilberforce:

http://books.google.com/books?id=6AgYAQAAIAAJ&ots=a06d7URvo-&dq=quarterly%20review%201860&pg=PA398#v=onepage&q&f=false
ID:
http://www.uncommondescent.com/
http://www.iscid.org/papers/Dembski_IrreducibleComplexityRevisited_011404.pdf
http://ase.tufts.edu/cogstud/incbios/dennettd/dennettd.htm
V.

Period 5: The Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood -- Sonnets from D. G. and Christina Rossetti, William Morris, William Holman Hunt’s Pre-Raphealitism and the P. R. B., visit to Ghetty, bit of The Germ.
10/11: Christina Rossetti, Goblin Market, D. G. Rossetti, Blessed Dalmozel
10/13: Selections from Pre-Raphealitism, Reviews. Morris Article.
10/14: First Paper Due
10/18: William Morris, The Defence of Guenevere Reading Response 5 Due. LitLab: Spontaneous critique (In an Artist’s Studio)
http://www.engl.duq.edu/servus/PR_Critic/Fulltext.html
http://www.engl.duq.edu/servus/PR_Critic/ILN4may50.html
http://www.engl.duq.edu/servus/PR_Critic/SP5may50.html
http://www.engl.duq.edu/servus/PR_Critic/GUA8may50.html
http://www.engl.duq.edu/servus/PR_Critic/LT9may50.html
http://www.engl.duq.edu/servus/PR_Critic/PUN18may50.html
http://www.engl.duq.edu/servus/PR_Critic/TEMjun50.html
http://www.engl.duq.edu/servus/PR_Critic/BEMjul50.html
http://www.engl.duq.edu/servus/PR_Critic/TB13sep50.html
http://books.google.com/books?id=LoXgAAAAMAAJ&ots=gRSDzv3_rp&dq=intitle%3Apre-raphaelitism%20inauthor%3Aruskin&pg=PA5#v=onepage&q&f=false
VI.
Period 6: Chartism -- Read the People’s Charter of 1838, selections from The Northern Star, George Eliot, Felix Holt.
10/20: The People’s Chartetr; Felix Holt, Intro, Chaps. 1-13

10/24 or 10/26 Lit Lab: Visit the NAI/JEP class for workshop of Middlemarch. 
10/27: FH Chaps. 14-26, Gareth Stedman Jones chapter
10/28: Second Paper Proposal Due

11/1: Selections from The Northern Star; FH Chaps. 27-35. LitLab: Trojan Charter
11/3: Reading Response 6 Due.; Finish FH 
The People’s Charter:

http://books.google.com/books?id=W_pJAAAAIAAJ&ots=mwVPk0Yeyo&dq=people's%20charter&pg=PA1#v=onepage&q=people's%20charter&f=false
VII.
Period 6: Sensation Novel and the Serial Format -- Lady Audley’s Secret, comparative look at serialization in Robin Goodfellow, Six Penny Mag.
11/8: Lady Audley’s Secret, Intro, Chaps. 1-5..
11/10: LAS, chaps. 6-14. Look at title pages in Robin Goodfellow and Six Penny Mag & read Sala’s “On the Sensational ...”
11/15: LAS, chaps. 15-24, Voskuil
11/16: Second Paper Due

11/17: LAS, chaps. 25-33. Herbert.


Week of 11/21: Conferences on Final Paper

11/22: Finish LAS. LitLab: Gothitecture
In Robin Goodfellow, Vol. 1:

http://books.google.com/books?id=HU0wAQAAMAAJ&ots=blGt39g1Cm&dq=robin%20goodfellow&pg=PA1#v=onepage&q&f=false
Six Penny Mag, Vol. 2:

http://books.google.com/books?id=L3QEAAAAQAAJ&ots=tGpAVz_mni&dq=six%20penny%20magazine&pg=PA633#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=L3QEAAAAQAAJ&ots=tGpAVz_mni&dq=six%20penny%20magazine&pg=RA1-PA278#v=onepage&q&f=false
Sala, “On the Sensational in Literature and Art” Belgravia, V. 4, 1868

http://books.google.co.uk/books?id=U4Q3AAAAMAAJ&dq=editions%3AUOM39015030477742&pg=PA449#v=onepage&q=sensationalism&f=false
Sat. Review: “Mr. Sala on Sensationalism”

http://books.google.co.uk/books?id=s2M_AQAAIAAJ&lpg=PA201&ots=9q2epeJL18&dq=%22On%20the%20'Sensational'%20in%20Literature%20and%20Art%22&pg=PA201#v=onepage&q=%22On%20the%20'Sensational'%20in%20Literature%20and%20Art%22&f=false
****   Thanksgiving Break  ******
VIII.

Period 7: Radicalism and the Occult -- Readings on Wilde, Occult Realism, and the Sociology of Radicalism.
11/29: Decay of Lying, Canterville Ghost. Cohen and Sociology essays.
12/6: Final Reading Response Due
12/15: Final Paper Due
Decay of Lying

http://books.google.com/books?id=49oaAAAAYAAJ&dq=editions%3AHARVARD32044092839968&lr&pg=PA35#v=onepage&q=decay%20of%20lying&f=false
The Yellow Book, Vol. 2

http://books.google.co.uk/books?id=2vyPToxBEUgC&ots=JEFMgOMOkb&dq=inauthor%3A%22Aubrey%20Beardsley%22&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q&f=false
Marinetti, “Futurist Manifesto”

http://cscs.umich.edu/~crshalizi/T4PM/futurist-manifesto.html
Russolo, “The Art of Noises”

http://www.unknown.nu/futurism/noises.html
Final Papers due Tuesday, Dec. 18, at 4 p.m.

Assignments

The purpose of this course is two-fold.  It surveys radicalism as a political, technological and formal object in the nineteenth-century.  But equally important, it is an opportunity to connect the formal and political radicalism of the 19th century to contemporary politics.  To that end, there will be three main components: (1) a short (five-minute) video presentation, posted to the Facebook page, that explicitly ties the week’s topic into contemporary political or popular culture, (2) weekly written posts/responses to the Facebook page, drawing in external material for consideration by the group, (3) six short (300-500 word) reading responses (one response is dropped), (4) a final paper that expands the one of these connections between the course material and contemporary culture treatment by evaluating these connections critically. The final paper should contain 10-20 critical references and about 3,000 words.  
Plagiarism:  As students at USC you are bound by the University honor code and required to respect intellectual property rights. Please review the
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The policies can be read online at http://scampus.usc.edu/1100-behavior-violating-university-standards-and-appropriate-sanctions/.  
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Attendance: Attendance is mandatory for the class. 

If you know





















 that you are going to be absent on a specific day for 













a valid reason (





































school trips, etc.), please discuss it with me in advance. For each absence beyond two your grade will be reduced by 1/2 letter.


Students with Disabilities: If you have a disability that requires special arrangements (test-taking, note taking, etc.), you need to register with USC's Office of Disabilities Services and Programs. 

Please also contact me within the first two weeks. We will do everything possible to accommodate you.


 


Electronics Policy:
 Please turn off all electronic devices before class. You may take notes on a laptop or tablet PC, but please be respectful of other students by refraining from browsing, shopping, Facebooking, etc. during class. If I find you using your device for any activity not directly related to class, you will be marked absent for that day.


In event of a natural disaster, we will follow USC guidelines. If we have to conduct class remotely, we will probably use the course Blackboard site and Facebook page.
